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in Year 11
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80 days to go!



Headteacher’s Welcome – Mrs Del Gaudio
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Aims for this evening
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By the end of tonight’s meeting, you will know…

• What you can expect from us in the next 80 days

• What the exam period will be like for your child

• The best ways that your child can revise

• Some guidance on how to best support revision at home. 



The TEAM around Year 11

Tenacity | Empathy | Aspiration | Motivation

Regular lesson observations on all 
teaching staff in order to quality assure 
lessons and ensure that Year 11 lessons 
in the build up to exams are focussed 
and calm.

After-school professional development 
for staff focuses heavily on teaching 
quality and what is proven to work.

Pastoral care of all Year 11 students. 

With the support of eight form 
tutors, responds to day-to-day 
issues including attendance, 
wellbeing and behaviour.

Co-ordination of revision timetable 
and what each subject can offer.

Encouragement to revise and go the 
extra mile in the final months –
Prom Pass, House rewards system.

Specific focus on those students at 
risk of not achieving a pass grade in 
English or Maths. 



GCSE Results Day: Thursday 22nd August 
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Imagine it’s results day. You’re at school, surrounded by nervous peers 
and grinning teachers, with whom you avoid eye contact. Maybe your 
parents are with you. Maybe they’re even more invested than you are. 

Pressure is in the air, the people and in that envelope. You find your 
name and take it.

In that moment, you want to feel that you gave it your all. You didn’t 
burn yourself out in the process but you also didn’t leave those 
grades to chance. You worked efficiently – not just harder but 
smarter.

You can open those results knowing you did your best. 

That is enough.  



What to expect from TEAM Saltash in the next 80 days
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Tonight: Securing Success

Thursday 22nd: Y11 Parent’s 
Evening

Changes to form time to focus 
on English and Maths revision

February March Easter
Holidays 

April May Exams:
Tuesday 6th

May –
Friday 21st

June 



What to expect from TEAM Saltash in the next 80 days
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W/B 4th March: English and 
Maths final mocks in full exam 
conditions.

Changes to English and Maths 
intervention groups based on 
results from these mocks. 

February March Easter
Holidays 

April May Exams:
Tuesday 6th

May –
Friday 21st

June 



What to expect from TEAM Saltash in the next 80 days
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Revision materials 
communicated home via 
ClassCharts.

February March Easter
Holidays

April May Exams:
Tuesday 6th

May –
Friday 21st

June 



What to expect from TEAM Saltash in the next 80 days
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Final exam timetable released.

Individual student timetables 
distributed via tutors.

February March Easter
Holidays 

April May Exams:
Tuesday 6th

May –
Friday 21st

June 



What to expect from TEAM Saltash in the next 80 days
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Collapsed timetables for students taking exams 
either the next morning or the same afternoon.

For example, Biology revision with subject 
teachers will take place Period 5 Thursday 9th, 

before the exam the morning of Friday 10th.

Prom Pass VIPs communicated and rewarded.   

February March Easter
Holidays 

April May Exams:
Tuesday 6th

May –
Friday 21st

June 



What is the exam period like for a pupil?
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• The vast majority of lessons will continue as normal, all the way 
through the exam period.

• The exceptions to this are Art (post-exam), Core RE and Personal 
Development lessons, where students will be expected to bring 
revision with them to work from and use. 

• All exams begin with a silent line-up in the Quad area and a pre-exam 
briefing from the Head of Department.

• Pupils with exam access arrangements which include a 
smaller/private room will be roomed in the same area of the building 
for all exams (rooms 10, 11 and 12). 

• Lessons during and immediately after exams will continue as normal. 



“How do I revise?”
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• Our published revision strategies will all be 
underpinned by the work of The Learning Scientists –
a team of educational psychologists whose primary 
focus is the science of learning.

• Our advice can be distilled down into three clear 
revision activities: 
• flashcards
• mind maps
• exam-style practice
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Planning to revise: 
Revision timetable

The act of revising:
Flashcards, mind maps, exam practice



“How do I revise?” – Revision Timetables
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10



“How do I revise?” – Revision Timetables
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

What do I want 
to achieve after 
school today?

After school 
revision

1600-1630

1630-1700

1700-1730

1730-1800

1800-1830

1830-1900



“How do I revise?” – Revision Timetables
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

What do I want 
to achieve after 
school today?

After school 
revision

1600-1630

1630-1700

1700-1730

1730-1800

1800-1830

1830-1900

What makes a good revision timetable?

• Be realistic with your (or their) expectations.
• Include down time and time for hobbies/friends.
• Stick to it and hold them accountable.
• Don’t hide it away – stick it on the fridge or 

somewhere in a shared space in your home. 
• Discuss it and change it as you go.



The three revision strategies: flashcards
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• Begin by making a list of all of the key 
concepts you need to know about from a 
subject or topic. These go on one side of the 
flashcard.

• On the other side, write the definition or 
explanation of that concept. 

• On a simple level, these flashcards can then 
be used to quickly test knowledge on 
different topics. 

Guilt

Blood
Dagger

“Neptune’s oceans”
Banquo’s ghost 

covered in it. 



The three revision strategies: flashcards
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• With a second set of flashcards, write out 
different tasks that allow you to elaborate on 
the concept and its definition. These tasks 
could be tasks like:

Describe a movie/television scene that depicts this concept
Describe this concept without using any key words written on the 
flashcard
Draw this concept
Give a real life example of this concept
How would you explain this to a child/someone who has never 
heard of it before?
What is the opposite of this concept?
Why is knowledge of this concept useful to you?

Guilt

Blood
Dagger

“Neptune’s oceans”
Banquo’s ghost 

covered in it. 



The three revision strategies: mind maps
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• A mind map can take many forms, including:
• Organised or structured maps where 

information is hierarchical (top right)
• A non-hierarchical map where 

information is linked together but not 
written in any particular “order” (bottom 
right)

• A “brain dump” of information, where 
the primary goal is to retrieve 
information from the working memory 
and record this in a different format. 



The three revision strategies: mind maps
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• Mind maps can be particularly useful for 
textbook-based subjects, as information 
presented in paragraphs can be transformed 
into key words and phrases in a mind map.

• Research shows that there is very little 
benefit to just “copying out”, so the creation 
of a mind map forces students to be 
selective in terms of what they include and 
what they leave out. 



The three revision strategies: exam practice
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• At this stage before exam season, this is the 
big one!

• Exam-style questions allow learners to 
elaborate on their knowledge in precisely 
the same way that they will need to on exam 
day.

• The retrieval practice, dual coding and 
concrete examples practiced with mind maps 
and flashcards feed into this final revision 
strategy: it all comes down to how learners 
can perform in specific questions/tasks, with 
specific time limits. 



The three revision strategies: exam practice
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• Exam practice doesn’t have to mean sit 
down and complete a full exam!

• Learners should engage with their 
subject teachers regarding questions 
and timings. 



The three revision strategies: exam practice
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The three revision strategies: exam practice
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English, Maths and Science-specific notices
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English Maths Science

Head of Department: Sam 
Oates soates@saltashcloud.net

Key Topics: Literature
Macbeth
A Christmas Carol
An Inspector Calls
Power and Conflict Poetry

Key Topics: Language
Paper 1 Question 4
Question 5 (both papers)
Paper 1 Question 4 and 5 will 
be the focus of the upcoming 
mock. 

Head of Department: Carlton 
Farnham 
cfarnham@saltashcloud.net

Every Year 11 has a Sparx
Maths login. This system tracks 
individual strengths and 
weaknesses, and provides new 
questions in order to address 
these weaker areas.  

Head of Department: Chris 
Henderson 
chenderson@saltashcloud.net

Past papers and revision 
materials can be found here:

mailto:soates@saltashcloud.net
mailto:cfarnham@saltashcloud.net
mailto:chenderson@saltashcloud.net


How to support science revision at home

1. Identify topic to 
revise

2. Click and watch 
revision video

3. Test your knowledge with 
practice questions

4. Check your 
knowledge…and repeat

How much should I be doing? Little and often. Pick 5 topics per week 



How to support science homework at home

Mock exam questions are coming home every two 
weeks. How can you support?

- Encourage them to do it
- If they are resistant perhaps try a question a day  

Skills homework is coming home every week. 
How can you support?

- Encourage them to do it
- These are 10 minute tasks so perhaps set a time 

aside one day a week for this to be completed

Science is worth 2 GCSE’s which is why 
there are two h/w’s per week



Putting it all together
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Revision should be completed 
gradually, over time.

Revision should be mixed and 
matched between subjects 
and topics.

Have conversations about 
revision timetables NOW –
the sooner the better!

Both flashcards and mind maps allow for retrieval practice –
working from (and therefore improving) learner memory.

Both are most effective when the core knowledge is 
elaborated on in some way – this could be done by using 
examples or by dual-coding this knowledge.

Flashcards and mind maps are the ‘prep work’ to the main 
event – exam practice. This will look different in every subject.

Encourage your child to have conversations with their 
subject teachers NOW regarding what practice papers are 
available.



How can you help from home?
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• Provide a clear and calm study environment wherever possible. 

• Help create a revision schedule that is realistic.

• Model mobile phone breaks and enable good-quality sleep. 

• Support with rest breaks.

• Ask your child to elaborate – engage with their flashcards and mind maps.

• Check they are using the revision techniques described. 

• Keep key dates and timetable on the fridge.

• Talk with them.

• Talk with us.



If you need any further support or advice…
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sdelgaudio@saltashcloud.net
– Acting Headteacher, wider school 
queries

jperry@saltashcloud.net
- Deputy Headteacher, focus on 
Teaching and Learning

hcrook@saltashcloud.net
- Pastoral care, health and wellbeing 

tward@saltashcloud.net
- Revision schedules, English and 
Maths interventions, rewards

mailto:sdelgaudio@saltashcloud.net
mailto:jperry@saltashcloud.net
mailto:hcrook@saltashcloud.net
mailto:tward@saltashcloud.net


Thank you
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