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Good evening,

It is with great pleasure that I am able to welcome you to the 
second Securing Success for Year 11 event of the year.

Although I am new to the role of Raising Standards Lead, I have 
been teaching at Saltash now for seven full years. Watching this 
year group grow up from their pre-pandemic beginnings to 
where they are now has been a delight. A year group that has 
faced such huge challenges in their school lives deserves the 
very best opportunity to succeed in their final exams, and I will 
do everything I can to ensure that they meet these exams as 
fully prepared as they can be.

The role of a Raising Standards Lead within a school is to act as 
a coordinator between all GCSE departments to ensure that 
each individual student in a year group is supported to 
succeed. Although I will not give any subject-specific advice 
regarding revision and exam preparation, I will gladly help you 
and your child find the answers that they need.

With this in mind, Year 11 know that my office (along the 
Languages corridor) is always open to them whenever I am in 

there, should they want to come and ask me anything about 
their exam preparation. For parents and carers, my email 
address is on the “TEAM Around Year 11” page of this booklet, 
and I will always aim to respond to any queries you have as 
soon as I can.

I wish all Year 11 learners, as well as their parents and carers, a 
positive and productive exam period. Good luck!

Tom Ward
Raising Standards Lead 
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Date Exam Time
Thursday 9th May Drama | Understanding Drama 1.00pm

Religious Studies | Component 1 9.00am

Friday 10th May Biology | Paper 1 9.00am
Combined Science | Biology: Paper 1 9.00am

Monday 13th May English Literature | Shakespeare and the 19th 

century novel

9.00am

Sports Studies | Contemporary issues in sport 1.00pm

Tuesday 14th May French | Listening 9.00am
French | Reading 9.00am
Business | Paper 1: Investigating Small Business 1.00pm

Wednesday 15th May History | Paper 1: Thematic study and historic 

environment

9.00am

Computer Science | Computer Systems 1.00pm

Thursday 16th May Maths | Paper 1: Non-Calculator Foundation 9.00am
Maths | Paper 1: Non-Calculator Higher 9.00am
Religious Studies | Component 2 1.00pm

Friday 17th May Chemistry | Paper 1 9.00am
Combined Science | Chemistry: Paper 1 9.00am

Geography | Paper 1: Living with the physical 
environment

1.00pm

Monday 20th May English Literature | Modern texts and poetry 9.00am
Tuesday 21st May Computer Science | Computational thinking, 

algorithms and programming

1.00pm

Wednesday 22nd May Combined Science | Physics: Paper 1 9.00am
Physics | Paper 1 9.00am

Thursday 23rd May English Language | Explorations in creative reading 

and writing

9.00am

Friday 24th May French | Writing 9.00am

HALF TERM WEEK

Please note:
Below is a provisional timetable based on draft exam dates from 
each board, which is therefore subject to change. It does not 
include every exam from every board.

Final exam timetables for each pupil will be released in April. 
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Please note:
Below is a provisional timetable based on draft exam dates from 
each board, which is therefore subject to change. It does not 
include every exam from every board.

Final exam timetables for each pupil will be released in April. 

Date Exam Time
Monday 3rd June Maths | Paper 2 (Calculator) Foundation Tier 9.00am

Maths | Paper 2 (Calculator) Higher Tier 9.00am
Tuesday 4th June History | Paper 2: British depth study & Period study 1.00pm
Wednesday 5th June Geography | Paper 2: Challenges in the human 

environment

9.00am

Business | Paper 2: Building a Business 1.00pm
Thursday 6th June English Language | Writers' viewpoints and 

perspectives

9.00am

Friday 7th June Religious Studies | Component 3 9.00am

Biology | Paper 2 1.00pm
Combined Science | Biology: Paper 2 1.00pm

Monday 10th June Maths | Paper 3 (Calculator) Foundation Tier 9.00am

Maths | Paper 3 (Calculator) Higher Tier 9.00am

Tuesday 11th June Chemistry | Paper 2 9.00pm

Combined Science | Chemistry: Paper 2 9.00am

History | Paper 3: Modern depth study 1.00pm

Wednesday 12th June

Thursday 13th June

Friday 14th June Geography | Paper 3: Geographical applications 9.00am

Combined Science | Physics: Paper 3 1.00pm

Physics | Paper 2 1.00pm

Monday 17th June Music | Listening and appraising 1.00pm

Tuesday 18th June Design and Technology 9.00am
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When? What is happening?

February – ongoing Changes to morning tutor times: Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday mornings focus 

on English and Maths revision. 

Thursday 22nd February Y11 parents evening

Week beginning 4th March Final English and Maths mocks in exam 

conditions

March – ongoing Changes to tutor time intervention groups 

based on mock results

Easter Holidays

Friday 29th March – Sunday 

14th April

Revision materials will be sent home via 

ClassCharts. 

April TBC Final exam timetable released.

Individual exam timetables will be 

distributed via tutors.

May – ongoing Collapsed timetables for pupils who have 

an exam either the next morning or the 

same afternoon.

Prom Pass VIPs announced.

Monday 5th May – Friday 21st

June

This is the confirmed “exam window” where 

all formal exams will take place.

Wednesday 26th June Exam contingency day – in the event of 

local or national disruption, exam boards 

keep this day in reserve for missed exams. 

This is NOT a day available for any individual 

missed exams. 
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• The vast majority of lessons will continue as normal, all 

the way through the exam period.

• The exceptions to this are Art (post-exam), Core RE

and Personal Development lessons, where students will 
be expected to bring revision with them to work from 

and use. 

• All exams begin with a silent line-up in the Quad area 

and a pre-exam briefing from the Head of 

Department.

• Pupils with exam access arrangements which include a 

smaller/private room will be roomed in the same area 

of the building for all exams (rooms 10, 11 and 12). 

• Lessons during and immediately after exams will 

continue as normal. 

Exam Equipment
• All learners in all year groups are expected to be 

equipped to learn each morning, with their tools for 

learning in a clear pencil case. This remains the 

expectation during the exam period, where clear 

pencil cases are required and pupils are expected to 

bring their own pens, pencils and other equipment.

• At this stage, we recommend that pupils add a set of 

highlighters to their pencil cases, as many exams 

benefit from having a highlighter handy. We also 

advise Year 11 pupils settle on a “favourite” style of 

pen – one that they can write quickly and neatly with. 

This can make a big difference to longer written exams 

like English and History.
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• Our published revision strategies will all be 

underpinned by the work of The Learning 

Scientists – a team of educational psychologists 

whose primary focus is the science of learning.

• Our advice can be distilled down into three 

clear revision activities: 

• flashcards

• mind maps

• exam-style practice
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• Begin by making a list of all of the key 

concepts you need to know about 

from a subject or topic. These go on 

one side of the flashcard.

• On the other side, write the definition 

or explanation of that concept. 

• On a simple level, these flashcards 

can then be used to quickly test 

knowledge on different topics. 

• With a second set of flashcards, write 

out different tasks that allow you to 

elaborate on the concept and its 

definition. 

• A mind map can take many forms, 

including hierarchical, non-

hierarchical and “brain dump”-style.

• Mind maps can be particularly 

useful for textbook-based subjects, 

as information presented in 

paragraphs can be transformed 

into key words and phrases in a 

mind map.

• Research shows that there is very 

little benefit to just “copying out”, so 

the creation of a mind map forces 

students to be selective in terms of 

what they include and what they 

leave out. • At this stage before exam season, this is 

the big one!

• Exam-style questions allow learners to 

elaborate on their knowledge in 

precisely the same way that they will 

need to on exam day.

• The retrieval practice, dual coding and 

concrete examples practiced with mind 

maps and flashcards feed into this final 

revision strategy: it all comes down to 

how learners can perform in specific 

questions/tasks, with specific time limits. 

This means that exam practice does not 

have to mean practicing a whole exam 

– learners should time themselves on 

specific questions.
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Feel free to photocopy this example or use it as a starting point to craft your 

own – revision timetables only work when they are useful for the individual 

learner. They shouldn’t just look pretty and stay up on the fridge! 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

0900-

0930

Maths -

shape

English -

poetry

Bio -

human

Physics -

forces

Maths -

shape

English –

Opinion 

writing

Physics -
electricity

0930-

1000

English -

Macbeth

Maths -

algebra

English -

creative

Maths -

Statistics

English -

ACC

Maths -

Algebra

English –

Q 4

1000-

1030

Physics -

atoms

Chem -

reactions

Maths -

number

English -

AIC

Chem -

organic

Bio -

animals

Maths -

number

Tea 

break

1100-

1130

History -

Medicine

French -

verbs

Geog -

physical

French -

listening

Geog -

physical

Maths -

shape

History -
medicine

1130-

1200

French –

my day

History -
Germany

English -

Scrooge

Geog –

water

French -

writing

History -

suffrage

Geog -

human

1200-

1230

English -

AIC

Geog -

human

History -

suffrage

French -

reading

History –

Germany

French -

tenses

Physics -

atoms

1230-

1300

Geog –

water

English -

Poetry

French -

hobbies

History -
medicine

Geog -

human

Geog -

physical

French –

my day

Lunch 

and 

social 

time

1600-

1700

Recall 

prior 

learning

Macbeth

Algebra

Medicine

Atoms

My Day

Water

Poetry

Reactions

Germany

AIC

ACC

Macbeth

Number

Human

Verbs

Medicine

Statistics

Poetry

Macbeth

Q4

Tenses

This timetable would work for a learner who worked best in a set routine for 

each day of a half term or Easter break. The “big” subjects – English, Maths and 

Science – are tackled early morning when motivation is highest. Each day ends 

with an hour of retrieval practice based on previous topics – this is the 

technique of “interleaving” in action. Subjects aren’t just written in – a specific 

focus is selected for each part of the day. 
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• Provide a clear and calm study environment wherever 

possible. 

• Help create a revision schedule that is realistic.

• Model mobile phone breaks and enable good-quality 

sleep. 

• Support with rest breaks.

• Ask your child to elaborate – engage with their 

flashcards and mind maps.

• Check they are using the revision techniques 

described. 

• Keep key dates and timetable on the fridge.

• Talk with them.

• Talk with us.

• We are all here to help and are experienced in 

bringing Year 11 groups through the exam period –

please get in touch if you have any questions or need 

any advice.
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Common Concern The QR codes provide further 

information – simply scan them with 

the camera on your phone.

Where can I find all of the exam 
information for each subject?

What materials are available for 
[subject]?

In the first instance, contact the Head 
of Department for the subject. If you 
do not know this please email 
TWard@saltashcloud.net and I will put 
you in touch with the right person. 

Where can I find out more about the 
science of learning?

My child has exams access 
arrangements in place, or I would 
like to apply for arrangements to be 
made. 

Mrs Hodson, our SENCO coordinates all 
exams access arrangements and 
testing. HHodson@saltashcloud.net
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