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How to read Drum music
Melody and 

Accompaniment 

A melody and accompaniment 

texture is when you can clearly 

distinguish between the melody 

and accompaniment. This could 

be a pop song with a solo singer 

accompanied by a band 

Broken Chords When you play chords as separate 

notes.
Major Sounds happy.

Minor Sounds Sad.
Riff A catchy repeating tune usually at 

the start of the song.
Block chords When all the notes of a chord are 

played at the same time.
Intro/outro Introduction to the song. Or the 

ending instrumental.
Instrumental In the middle of the song the 

instruments will take over from the 

voice. 
Verse The part of the song which tells the 

story.
Chorus The catchy, repetitive part of the 

song. 
Bridge Connects the verse and chorus with 

a different feel to the music. 

How to read a 

guitar chord chart:

In the key of C major, the 4 chords commonly 

used in Pop songs are: I, V,  IV, vi


